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THE ROYAL DEGREE DEFINING THE LEGAL
POSITION OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH IN SIAM

WHEREAS the Pro-Vicar Apostolic, Superior of the Roman Catholic Mission in the Vicariate Apostolic
of Bangkok has represented to His Majesty that the Mission has been and is still at work in the country, endeavouring
to improve the condition of the people and to promote its welfare, and that certain difficulties have arisen concerning
the possession of land by the said Mission;

WHEREAS by Article 3 of the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation concluded between Siam
and France on the 15th August 1856 it is provided that French Missionaries shall be at liberty to build churches,
saminaries or schools, hospitals or other sacred buildings in any part of the Kingdom of Siam, provided they conform
to the laws of the country;

WHEREAS no proper regulations have been made for the application of the said provision and wheras it
seems expedient to issue such regulations, so as to enable the Roman Catholic Church in Siam to obtain delivery of
formal title deeds for the holding of land used for such sacred purposes;

WHEREAS the Pro-Vicar Apostolic has also represented to H. M. that on account of the funds at the
disposal of the Mission not being sufficient, the Mission was graciously permitted by His Majesty's Government to
cultivate land in several parts of the Kingdom for the maintenance of the churches; and that the Mission is anxious
to have its rights of ownership to such land formally acknowledged under the laws of the Kingdom;

WHEREAS the Pro-Vicar Apostolic has consequently applied to H. M. for his gracious assistance in
order that the Mission may have the right to own land for endowment purposes by purchase or otherwise in
accordance with the Siamese law;

WHEREAS for the granting and exercise of any such rights of ownership it is neces- sary that the legal
position of the Roman Catholic Church in Siam be defined;

FOR THESE REASONS, and in view of the written statement made by the Pro-Vicar Apostolic, on
behalf of the Catholic Mission within the limits of the Vicariate Apostolic of Bangkok, that the binds himself and his
successors to observe the clauses and conditions of the Present Decree,

His Majesty has been pleased to enact as follows :-

GENERAL PROVISIONS.
ART. 1.
The Roman Catholic Church in Siam irrespective of the nationality of its Missions and Priests, is granted
under the Siamese law, for each of its Vicariates Apostolic the civil personality required in order to own land for

endowment purposes, subject to the conditions fixed by the present Decree.
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Art. 2.

A Vicariate Apostolic is hereinafter called also Bishopric or Mission.

The Vicar-Apostolic appointed by the Holy See as a head of a Bishopric, and in his absence the
Superior of the Mission, is the legal representative of such Bishopric or Missions considered as a distinct corporation.

In each Station the Missionary in charge acts as the representative of the Mission, under the high
authority of the Bishop.

The establishments which are not attached to any particular Station are represented by the Procurator
of the Mission, acting under the same authority.

Art. 3.

No Roman Catholic Missionary, as long as he is a member of a Mission, may in the future acquire
land in his own name.

Art. 4.

The land belonging to the Missions shall be placed under the Siamese law and shall be subject to
the jurisdiction of the Siamese Courts.

Art. 5.

In the future, a Mission may own only land directly as provided for by this Decree. It may not own
land indirectly. It can only claim ownership of; or interest in land in its own name, or in the specific name of a Station,
Branch or religious establishment.

Art. 6.
Land belonging to a Mission is divided into two classes according to its use; the first class includes

land for Churches and Sacred buildings, the second includes land for endowment purposes.

CHURCHES AND SACRED BUILDINGS.
Art. 7.
In accordance with Art.3. of the Treaty of the 15th August 1856, between Siam and France :
Missionaries are at liberty "to "preach and to teach, to build churches, "seminaries or schools, hospitals or other
"sacred buildings in any part of the Kingdom "of Siam, provided they conform to the laws "of the country"
Art. 8.
A Station is a permanent establishment, recognized by the Government, which consists of a Church
and cometary, a residence for the Missionary, and usually schools for boys and for girls (or convent), an orphanage, a

catechumenate and a hospital.



A Branch consists of a Chapel or house of prayer, a lodging for the Missionary who visits
the Branch, and usually a catechumenage or some other charitable establishment.

Schedule I here to annexed gives the list of the Station and Branches existing at the present time
in the Vicariate Apostolic of Bangkok.

Art. 9.

The Mission shall, so far as necessary clearly separate the Station or Branch and their establishments

from the adjoining land either used for endowment purposes or occupied by Christians.
Art.10.

The Mission is at liberty to acquire in any place, land for the establishment of a new Station or of
a new Branch, to the extent really required for such purpose.

However when the Mission intends to establish a new Station, it shall before doing so, make an
application to the competent Minister, who, within a delay of four months, shall give a definite answer.

In any case the former recognition by the Government is necessary to extend to a Muang in which
there is no Station the right granted to the Mission to own land for endowment purposes. Such recognition shall not
be withheld without reasonable cause.

No application for recognition by the Government is necessary for the establishment of a Branch,
But the existence of a Branch does not carry with it the right to own land for endowment purposes in a Muang where
there is no Station.

Art. 11.

the priest in charge of a Station or a Branch is, as such, entrusted with the administration and control
of the establishments included therein, as stated in article 8. Officials in the exercise of their duties shall, therefore,
first address themselves to him, or if he is absent to his representative, In the case of any question relating to those

establishments.

LAND FOR ENDOWMENT PURPOSES.
Art. 12.
Besides the land occupied for sacred or charitable purposes, as determined by art.8. the Mission is
entitled to own land for endowment purposes in any Muaﬁg, (viz, the highest administrative subdivision within
a Monthon), where a Station is established, provided that the establishment of a new Station shall be made in future

in conformity with art. 10.



-4~
Art. 13.

The extent of land which the Mission may possess or acquire under this heading is limited to three
thousand rai per Muang irrespective of the number of Stations established in such Muang, and exclusive of the land
occupied by the Stations and Branches themselves.

Art.14.

Schedule 2 hereto annexed gives the list of the Muangs in which the Vicariate of Bangkok is entitled
at the present time to own land for endowment purposes.

In view of special circumstances, the above limit is raised to fourteen thousand rai in Muang
Cholb.uri, to thirteen thousand rai in Muang Ratburi, and to nine thousand rai in Muang Chachoengsao.

But it is understood that the land owned in excess of the ordinary limit, by way of exception, in
these three Muangs shall be deducted from the total amount permissible in the other Muangs or the said list, so that
the average of three thousand rai per Muang is not exceeded.

As in the past, the Mission shall not acquire land within the ancient city walls of Bangkok unless
authorized by the Government.

Art. 15.

In case where by abandonment a Station no longer exists in a Muang, the Mission shall be allowed

one year to dispose of the land it possesses in such Muang.
Art. 16.

All acquisition made or maintained contrary to the provisions of art. 12. 13. 14. & 15. of the present
Decree shall be null and void. This nullity may be pronounced at any time on application of the Government, by the
competent Court, which shall order the sale of the land by public auction. The proceeds of the sale less deduction for

costs and expenses, shall be paid to the Mission concerned.

EXECUTION.
ART. 17.
The necessary steps shall be taken as soon as possible for issuring to the Missions on application by
them new title deeds for the land they own at the present moment under their own name or the name of a third party
on their behalf, whether such land has been acquired under the specific provisions of a Treaty or in the same manner

as rights of ownership could be acquired by Siamese subjects.



Art. 18
Since in the future a Mission shall be allowed to own land in its own name only, the new title deeds
for the land described in the breceding section shall be in the name of such Mission.
The titleedeeds shall be executed according to the general rules in force for their delivery to Siamese
subjects. They shall mention the Station, Branch or establishment to which the land belongs.
Art. 19
Until the final delivery of new tittle deeds, cases between the Mission and Siamese subjects in
connection with any land owned or claimed by the Mission before the date of the present Decree shall be under the
jurisdiction of the court of Foreign Causes; cases already pending before another jurisdiction shall be transferred to
such Court.
In such cases, the Mission shall be entitled to the benefit or the present Grant.
. Art. 20.
On the first of January of every year each Bishop shall furnish to the Ministers of the Interior and
Local Government, respectively, full information about the changes which have taken place in his Vicariate Apostolic
during the preceding year regarding:
1: the establishment or suppression of Stations and Branches;
2: the acquisition or transfer of land.
schedules embodying these changes shall be forwarded at the same time, showing the extent of land
possessed in each Muang by the Mission.
Art. 21.
A subsequent document will settle the conditions under which the benefits and obligations of this
Grant shall apply to the Vicariate Apostolic of Nong Sang. ’
Art. 22.

An authorized, English translation hereto annexed.

Given on the 27th August R.E.128 and the 14899 th day of our reign
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SCHEDULE 1.
LIST OF THE STATIONS. BRANCHES AND ESTABLISHMENTS OF THE
VICARIATE APOSTOLIC OF BANGKOK.

MUANGS.

STATIONS. BRANCHES.
(1) MONTHON KRUNG THEP:

1. Krung Thep (Bangkok) 1. Saint Francois Xavier

2.Nakon Kuenkan
3. Samut Prakan
4. Thanyaburi

5. Minburi

6. Chachoengsao

7. Pachinburi

8. Nakhon Nayok

9. Cholburi

10. Muang Phanat

2. Immaculate Conception

3. Holy Cross

4 ROSAIY . cuviieiieniee e 1. ang Xuek Nang
2. Bang Sake

5. Assumption

6. Saint Louis Hospital

7. Saint Joseph Gonvent

8. Paklat............. 3.Phra Khanong

9. Paknam

10. Lam Sai

11. Hua Takhe

(2) MONTHON PRACHINBURI

12. Khlong Tin Pet 4. Nakhon Nuang Khet

13. Pak Khlong Telat 5. Ban Pho

14. Thakien

15. Pachim

16. Khok Vat.......... 6. Hatsake
7. Dong Kathum Yam
8. Chantakham

17. Ban Lao

18. Hus Khuai

19. Bang Plasoi.......... 9. Khok Karieng

20. Muang Phanat

21. Hua Phai



MUANGS.

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.
16.

17.

18.
19.

20.

21.

Nakhon Chaisi

Suphanburi

Samut Sakhon

Krung Koa

Saraburi

Singhaburi

Rajburi

Kanchanaburi

Samut Songkram

Nakhon Sawan

Chantaburi

STATIONS. BRANCHES.
(3) MONTHON NAKHON CHAISI

22. Tha Kha 10. Nong Hin
23. Song Phi Nong 11. Thung Noi
12. Ban Don
13. Mot Deng
24. Tha Chin

(4) MONTHON KRUNG KAO

25. Ayuthia 14. Ban Deng
15. Chao Chet
26.Ko Yat
27.Ban Plai Na
28. Don Phut 16. Keng Khoi
29 Ban Peng
(5) MONTHON RAJBURI
30. Bang Nok Khuek
31. Clerical College
32. Vat Phleng....... 17. Khao Lao
33. Khok Mot Tanoi.
34. Don Kabuang
35. Tha wa
36. Tha Muang
37. Meklong
(6) MONTHON NAKHON SAVAN

38. Paknampho

(7) MONTHON CHATABURI
39. Chantabun
40. Paknam Chantabun
41. Ban Yao

42. Tha Mai
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SCHEDULE 2.
LIST OF THE MUANGS in which the VICARIATE APOSOLIC OF BANGKOK is entitled to own

land for endowment purposes, with the approximate extent of land already owned on the date of the present Grant.

MONTHON KRUNGTHEP: Changvat Krungthep 402 Rai

Nakhon Kuenkhan 35 Rai

Samut Prakan 40 Rai

Thanyaburi 100 Rai

Minburi 500 Rai 1,077 Rai
MONTHON PRACHINBURI: Chachoengsao 8,775 Rai

Prachinburi 1,325 Rai

Nakon Nayok 295 Rai

Cholburi 12,377 Rai 22,772 Rai
MONTHON NAKHON CHAISI: Nakhon Chaisi 1,970 Rai

Suphanburi 350 Rai

Samut Sakhon 150 Rai 2,470 Rai
MONTHON KRUNG KAO: : Krung Kao 1,299 Rai

Saraburi 160 Rai

Singhburi 164 Rai. 1,623 Rai
MONTHON RAJBURI: Rajburi 11,617 Rai

Kanchanaburi 50 Rai

Samut Songkram 834 Rai 12,501 Rai
MONTHON NAKHON SAWAN: Nakhon Sawan 12 Rai
MONTHON CHANTABURI: Chantaburi 215 Rai

Total 40,670 Rai

NOTE: This translation is for the purpose of accessing legal information only which cannot be referenced.

The references are made in the original Thai text only
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